
TRAM REMISE “DE HALLEN” - AMSTERDAM  
 
The old tram depot at Tollenstraat requires a new l ife, to become 

again the heart of the neighborhood. The former tra m depot at 

the Tollenstraat of the Amsterdam Municipal Transpo rt 

Company (GVB), and its immediate surroundings will be 

transformed into a lively area with offices, restau rants, 

neighborhood and non- neighborhood related faciliti es in the 

cultural, recreation and information field. De Hall en, as the 

project is called, should be the place to be for pe ople from the 

19th century Kinkerbuurt, and the rest of the city.   

 

Initially our architectural firm has been approached for the 

refurbishment of the tram depot itself. The monument got a cultural 

destination with spaces for a music theater, jazz club and a cinema 

with 8 rooms. Furthermore, there is space equipped for a library, 

crèche, hotel, catering and other business facilities and workspaces. 

  

The complex, built in phases between 1901 and 1928, provides a 

great potential by the characteristic front of the different halls, but the 

building has also limitations. We showed, from our view that the 

functions within a building should follow their form, and how the wide 

range of facilities could be situated as appropriate as possible in the 

building. 

In this process the future users are closely involved, so the complex 

will soon not only be a magnet for people from all over the city, but 

also an area where users will work with pleasure. The magnificent  

main hall of the monumental tram depot, becomes the passage to 

the Ten Kate market. 

 

From the Passage  you can reach the new accommodations, 

business spaces and a parking garage (250 parking spaces). 

In 2009 we concluded the design phase of the refurbishment of the 

tram depot ,complete with planning, permission and prepared to 

start, however the economic conditions and political decisions, is 

reason that the project has not been implemented yet. 

  

Beginning 2010, the City board decided that the plans should be 

overhauled, to preserve the old tram depot; a new phase of informing 

and participating of local residents, plan development is launched. 

Anyhow, there are new opportunities for optimal neighborhood use 

and neighborhood related employment.  

For the former tram depot and the neighborhood it will take some 

time before the beauty of the Old Tram Remise is visible again, we 

remain optimistic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


